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In his widely acclaimed volume Our Undemocratic Constitution, Sanford Levinson boldly argued that our
Constitution should not be treated with "sanctimonious reverence," but as a badly flawed document
deserving revision. Now Levinson takes us deeper, asking what were the original assumptions underlying
our institutions, and whether we accept those assumptions 225 years later.

In Framed, Levinson challenges our belief that the most important features of our constitutions concern what
rights they protect. Instead, he focuses on the fundamental procedures of governance such as congressional
bicameralism; the selection of the President by the electoral college, or the dimensions of the President's veto
power--not to mention the near impossibility of amending the United States Constitution. These seemingly
"settled" and "hardwired" structures contribute to the now almost universally recognized "dysfunctionality"
of American politics.

Levinson argues that we should stop treating the United States Constitution as uniquely exemplifying the
American constitutional tradition. We should be aware of the 50 state constitutions, often interestingly
different--and perhaps better--than the national model. Many states have updated their constitutions by
frequent amendment or by complete replacement via state constitutional conventions. California's
ungovernable condition has prompted serious calls for a constitutional convention. This constant churn
indicates that basic law often reaches the point where it fails and becomes obsolete. Given the experience of
so many states, he writes, surely it is reasonable to believe that the U.S. Constitution merits its own updating.

Whether we are concerned about making America more genuinely democratic or only about creating a
system of government that can more effectively respond to contemporary challenges, we must confront the
ways our constitutions, especially the United States Constitution, must be changed in fundamental ways.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Serna:

Here thing why that Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Framed:
America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance in e-book can be your option.

Gregorio Leslie:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Framed: America's
51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governanceis a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Leslie James:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Framed:
America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Craig Duran:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,



reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance.
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