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“The DI put me and my friend in front of the platoon and said, ‘this is what the Viet Cong looks like, with
slanted eyes’.”—Raymond Imayama, US Marine Corps, Dong Ha, 1968–69.

Among Vietnam veterans, Japanese Americans have remained largely silent about their wartime experiences.
Until now. In this ground-breaking book, many of them talk for the first time about their struggle for identity
in the US and how this affected their participation in the Vietnam War.

Toshio Whelchel interviewed over one hundred veterans in the course of his work, and here he presents the
most revealing and moving of their stories. Several of them begin in the relocation camps to which many
Japanese American families were posted during and after the Second World War environments which led
many young men to accept the military draft without question. Some reveal the various forms of
discrimination practised across the different military institutions. All illustrate the profound influence of the
war on their lives: how they dealt with routine racism, their growing politicisation and the struggle to
reintegrate themselves into American society after the war.

“What the American presence in Vietnam was doing was creating a dehumanizing environment for all the
Vietnamese. Part of this dehumanization was the paranoia about who the enemy really was. I think that many
Marines lost the ability to make that distinction, and that realization started to bother me because I was
Asian. If I could be mistaken for a Vietnamese, then I could be a gook. In the eyes of many Americans, I was
already a gook!”—Marcus Miyatomo, US Marine Corps, Danang, 1965–1966
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Fernandez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese
American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket) publication written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still uncertainty From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War
(Haymarket) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break
don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Brenda Schweiger:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket)
provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Danilo Ernest:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This From Pearl Harbor to
Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Marjorie Calhoun:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American
Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us
have From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket).
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