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With My Life among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority, the renowned cultural
theorist and Freud scholar Philip Rieff inaugurates a trilogy that signals the summation of his scholarly
lifework. With this series, Sacred Order/Social Order, to be published in consecutive volumes, Rieff both
continues and supersedes the lines of thought that characterize the earlier, influential works upon which his
reputation was forged. Readers familiar with Rieff's distinctive oeuvre will recognize central themes and find
final recitations on the cultural impact of Freud and his creation "psychological man" or "the therapeutic,"
which Rieff here renames the "new man." Whether conversant with Rieff’s work or new to its unique
interpretive power, readers of Sacred Order/Social Order will discover a series of provocative insights,
illuminated by Rieff’s wide-ranging expositions, theoretical advances, and stylistic innovations.

In this first volume, Rieff articulates a comprehensive, typological theory of Western culture. Using visual
illustrations and unique juxtapositions, he displays remarkable erudition in drawing from such disciplines as
sociology, history, literature, poetry, music, plastic arts, and film; he contrasts the changing modes of
spiritual and social thought that have struggled for dominance throughout Western history. Our modern
culture?to Rieff's mind only the "third" type in western history?is the object of his deepest scrutiny,
described here as morally ruinous, death-affirming rather than life-affirming, and representing an
unprecedented attempt to create a culture completely devoid of any concept of the sacred.

For Rieff, culture represents the "form of fighting before the firing begins" in a literal life-and-death struggle
for a particular type of world-creation. Having concluded in this final phase of his career that there is no
neutral ground in this struggle, Rieff takes aim at many of the most significant "deathworks" in modern
literature, art, and history?from Joyce's Finnegans Wake and Duchamp's Etant donnés to Hitler's death
camps?in an attempt to undo them by using them against themselves. In so doing, he seeks to show the
reader what really animates, and is ultimately at stake, in the contemporary "culture wars" raging over such
issues as euthanasia, education, medical research, sexuality, race, class, and gender.
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From reader reviews:

John Drew:

This My Life Among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority (Sacred Order / Social
Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular My Life
Among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority (Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v.
1) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry My Life Among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority (Sacred Order /
Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This My Life Among the
Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority (Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) having
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Sandra Yunker:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This My Life Among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority
(Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with My Life Among the
Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority (Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking My Life Among the
Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority (Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kristen Hancock:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually My Life Among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of
Authority (Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) why because the great cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Gail Cote:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition



native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. Through the book My Life Among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the Aesthetics of Authority
(Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
Being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life with this book My Life Among the Deathworks: Illustrations of the
Aesthetics of Authority (Sacred Order / Social Order, Vol. 1) (v. 1). You can more attractive than now.
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