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Written by imperial command in the eighth century, The Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters is Japan's
classic of classics, the oldest connected literary work and the fundamental scripture of Shinto.

A more factual history called the Nihongi or Nihon Shoki (Chronicles of Japan) was completed in A.D. 720,
but The Kojiki remains the better known, perhaps because of its special concern with the legends of the gods,
with the divine descent of the imperial family, and with native Shinto. Both works have immense value as
records of the development of Japan into a unified state with a well-defined character. Indeed, even the
mythological aspects were accepted as fact throughout most of subsequent Japanese history—until the defeat
and disillusionment of the nation in 1945.

This classic text is a key to the historical roots of the Japanese people—their early life and the development
of their character and institutions—as well as a lively mixture of legend and history, genealogy, and poetry.
It stands as one of the greatest monuments of Japanese literature because it preserves more faithfully than
any other book the mythology, manners, language and traditions of Japan. It provides, furthermore, a vivid
account of a nation in the making.

The work opens "when chaos had begun to condense, but force and form were not yet manifest, and there
was nought named, nought done &ellipse;" It recounts the mythological creation of Japan by the divine
brother and sister Izanami and Izanagi; tales of the Sun Goddess and other deities; the divine origin of Jimmu
the first emperor; and the histories of subsequent reigns. Epic material is complemented by a fresh bucolic
vein expressed in songs and poetry.

This famous translation by the British scholar Basil Hall Chamberlain is enhanced by notes on the text and
an extensive introduction discussing early Japanese society, as well as The Kojiki and its background.
Important for its wealth of information, The Kojiki is indispensable to anyone interested in things Japanese.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

Exactly why? Because this The Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters (Tuttle Classics) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Dennis Scott:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Kojiki: Records of Ancient
Matters (Tuttle Classics), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

James Lightle:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters
(Tuttle Classics) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Rodney Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The
Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters (Tuttle Classics).
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