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The impetus for Charms of the Cynical Reason is the phenomenal and little-explored popularity of various
tricksters flourishing in official and unofficial Soviet culture, as well as in the post-soviet era. Mark
Lipovetsky interprets this puzzling phenomenon through analysis of the most remarkable and fascinating
literary and cinematic images of soviet and post-soviet tricksters, including such ""cultural idioms"" as Ostap
Bender, Buratino, Vasilii Tyorkin, Shtirlitz, and others. The steadily increasing charisma of Soviet tricksters
from the 1920s to the 2000s is indicative of at least two fundamental features of both the soviet and post-
soviet societies. First, tricksters reflect the constant presence of irresolvable contradictions and yawning gaps
within the soviet (as well as post-soviet) social universe. Secondly, these characters epitomize the realm of
cynical culture thus far unrecognized in Russian studies. Soviet tricksters present survival in a cynical,
contradictory and inadequate world, not as a necessity, but as a field for creativity, play, and freedom.
Through an analysis of the representation of tricksters in soviet and post-soviet culture, Lipovetsky attempts
to draw a virtual map of the soviet and post-soviet cynical reason: to identify its symbols, discourses,
contradictions, and by these means its historical development from the 1920s to the 2000s.
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From reader reviews:

Tawny Morgenstern:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. They can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What
about the person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they
found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Charms of the Cynical Reason:
Tricksters in Soviet and Post-Soviet Culture (Cultural Revolutions: Russia in the Twentieth Century).

Elsie Fiala:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Charms of the Cynical Reason: Tricksters in Soviet and Post-Soviet Culture (Cultural Revolutions: Russia in
the Twentieth Century) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve
then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Charms of the
Cynical Reason: Tricksters in Soviet and Post-Soviet Culture (Cultural Revolutions: Russia in the Twentieth
Century) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Stuart Perez:

The book untitled Charms of the Cynical Reason: Tricksters in Soviet and Post-Soviet Culture (Cultural
Revolutions: Russia in the Twentieth Century) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your
ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Charms of the Cynical
Reason: Tricksters in Soviet and Post-Soviet Culture (Cultural Revolutions: Russia in the Twentieth



Century) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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