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How to Read African American Literature offers a series of provocations to unsettle the predominant
assumptions readers make when encountering post-Civil Rights black fiction. Foregrounding the large body
of literature and criticism that grapples with legacies of the slave past, Aida Levy-Hussen’s argument
develops on two levels: as a textual analysis of black historical fiction, and as a critical examination of the
reading practices that characterize the scholarship of our time.                

Drawing on psychoanalysis, memory studies, and feminist and queer theory, Levy-Hussen examines how
works by Toni Morrison, David Bradley, Octavia Butler, Charles Johnson, and others represent and mediate
social injury and collective grief. In the criticism that surrounds these novels, she identifies two major
 interpretive approaches: “therapeutic reading” (premised on the assurance that literary confrontations with
historical trauma will enable psychic healing in the present), and “prohibitive reading” (anchored in the
belief that fictions of returning to the past are dangerous and to be avoided). Levy-Hussen argues that these
norms have become overly restrictive, standing in the way of a more supple method of interpretation that
recognizes and attends to the indirect, unexpected, inconsistent, and opaque workings of historical fantasy
and desire. Moving beyond the question of whether literature must heal or abandon historical wounds, Levy-
Hussen proposes new ways to read African American literature now.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil
Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important any book How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights
Fiction and the Task of Interpretation. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Johnnie Santiago:

The ability that you get from How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the
Task of Interpretation is a more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but How to Read African
American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this kind of How to Read African American Literature: Post-
Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation instantly.

Barbara Erickson:

This How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation
usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this
How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this How to Read
African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rebecca Walton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster



you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love How to Read African American
Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation, you can enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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