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In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson acquired 828,000 square miles of French territory in what became
known as the Louisiana Purchase. Although today Louisiana makes up only a small portion of this immense
territory, this exceptional state embraces a larger-than-life history and a cultural blend unlike any other in the
nation. Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina, a collection of fourteen essays compiled and
edited by John Lowe, captures all of the flavor and richness of the state's heritage, illuminating how
Louisiana, despite its differences from the rest of the United States, is a microcosm of key national concerns
-- including regionalism, race, politics, immigration, global connections, folklore, musical traditions,
ethnicity, and hybridity.

Divided into five parts, the volume opens with an examination of Louisiana's origins, with pieces on Native
Americans, French and German explorers, and slavery. Two very different but complementary essays follow
with investigations into the ongoing attempts to define Creoles and creolization. No collection on Louisiana
would be complete without attention to its remarkable literary traditions, and several contributors offer
tantalizing readings of some of the Pelican State's most distinguished writers -- a dazzling array of artists any
state would be proud to claim. The volume also includes pieces on a couple of eccentric mythologies distinct
to Louisiana and explorations of Louisiana's unique musical heritage.

Throughout, the international slate of contributors explores the idea of place, particularly the concept of
Louisiana as the center of the Caribbean wheel, where Cajuns, Creoles, Cubans, Haitians, Jamaicans, and
others are part of a New World configuration, connected by their linguistic identity, landscape and climate,
religion, and French and Spanish heritage. A poignant conclusion considers the devastating impact of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and what the storms mean for Louisiana's cultural future.

A rich portrait of Louisiana culture, this volume stands as a reminder of why that culture must be preserved.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Louisiana Culture from the Colonial
Era to Katrina (Southern Literary Studies). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Richard Burnett:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina (Southern
Literary Studies) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book has high quality.

Kent Brown:

The reason why? Because this Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina (Southern Literary
Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jacob Brown:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina (Southern Literary
Studies) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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