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It is widely assumed that the French in the British Isles during the Second World War were fully-fledged
supporters of General de Gaulle, and that across the channel at least, the French were a ‘nation of resisters’.
This highly provocative study reveals that most exiles were on British soil by chance rather than by design,
and many were not sure whether to stay. Overlooked by historians, who have concentrated on the ‘Free
French’ of de Gaulle, these were the ‘Forgotten French’: refugees swept off the beaches of Dunkirk;
servicemen held in camps after the Franco-German armistice; Vichy consular officials left to cater for their
compatriots; and a sizeable colonist community based mainly in London.

Drawing on little-known archival sources, this study examines the hopes and fears of these communities who
were bitterly divided among themselves, some being attracted to Pétain as much as to de Gaulle. It also looks
at how they fitted into British life and how the British in turn responded. The author finds that while the
public was often charitable, the Government was suspicious of their loyalties and even considered general
internment.

Illustrated throughout, this is essential reading for anyone interested in the British and French experiences of
the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Olive:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The forgotten French book because this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Darrell Mayo:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
forgotten French, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Tom Tucker:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The forgotten French provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Helen Widner:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The forgotten French can give you a
lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The forgotten French.
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