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Santayana's Life of Reason, published in five books from 1905 to 1906, ranks as one of the greatest works in
modern philosophical naturalism. Acknowledging the natural material bases of human life, Santayana traces
the development of the human capacity for appreciating and cultivating ideals. It is a capacity he exhibits as
he articulates a continuity running through animal impulse, practical intelligence, and ideal harmony in
reason, society, art, religion, and science. The work is an exquisitely rendered vision of human life lived
sanely.

In this fifth book, Santayana concludes his monumental work with a defense of science and a critique of
major rivals to the cognitive ascendancy of science. Indeed, Santayana writes that science crowns the "whole
life of Reason." He finds two kinds of science, physics and dialectic; considers the role of history; examines
the mechanisms of nature; defends scientific psychology; discusses pre-rational morality, rational ethics, and
post-rational morality; and argues that science contains all trustworthy knowledge.

This Critical Edition, volume VII of The Works of George Santayana, includes notes, textual commentary,
lists of variants and emendations, an index, and other tools useful to Santayana scholars. The other four
books of the volume are Reason in Common Sense, Reason in Society, Reason in Religion, and Reason in
Art.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Life of
Reason or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Science, Volume VII, Book Five (The Works of
George Santayana) (Volume 7)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Frances Lockhart:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Life of Reason or The Phases
of Human Progress: Reason in Science, Volume VII, Book Five (The Works of George Santayana) (Volume
7) to read.

Kimberly Langdon:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Life of Reason
or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Science, Volume VII, Book Five (The Works of George
Santayana) (Volume 7) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
book untitled The Life of Reason or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Science, Volume VII, Book
Five (The Works of George Santayana) (Volume 7)is the one of several books which everyone read now.
This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Carrie Hanks:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Life of Reason or
The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Science, Volume VII, Book Five (The Works of George



Santayana) (Volume 7) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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