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When does democracy work well, and why? Is democracy the best form of government? These questions are
of supreme importance today as the United States seeks to promote its democratic values abroad. Democracy
and Knowledge is the first book to look to ancient Athens to explain how and why directly democratic
government by the people produces wealth, power, and security.

Combining a history of Athens with contemporary theories of collective action and rational choice developed
by economists and political scientists, Josiah Ober examines Athenian democracy's unique contribution to
the ancient Greek city-state's remarkable success, and demonstrates the valuable lessons Athenian political
practices hold for us today. He argues that the key to Athens's success lay in how the city-state managed and
organized the aggregation and distribution of knowledge among its citizens. Ober explores the institutional
contexts of democratic knowledge management, including the use of social networks for collecting
information, publicity for building common knowledge, and open access for lowering transaction costs. He
explains why a government's attempt to dam the flow of information makes democracy stumble. Democratic
participation and deliberation consume state resources and social energy. Yet as Ober shows, the benefits of
a well-designed democracy far outweigh its costs.

Understanding how democracy can lead to prosperity and security is among the most pressing political
challenges of modern times. Democracy and Knowledge reveals how ancient Greek politics can help us
transcend the democratic dilemmas that confront the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Howe:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation
and Learning in Classical Athens, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Jennifer Walker:

This Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens is great book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Virginia Shrader:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and
Learning in Classical Athens can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Democracy
and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens.

Nicholas Ko:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in
Classical Athens was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Democracy and
Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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