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What distinguishes evils from ordinary wrongs? Is hatred a necessarily evil? Are some evils unforgivable?
Are there evils we should tolerate? What can make evils hard to recognize? Are evils inevitable? How can
we best respond to and live with evils?

Claudia Card offers a secular theory of evil that responds to these questions and more. Evils, according to her
theory, have two fundamental components. One component is reasonably foreseeable intolerable harm --
harm that makes a life indecent and impossible or that makes a death indecent. The other component is
culpable wrongdoing. Atrocities, such as genocides, slavery, war rape, torture, and severe child abuse, are
Card's paradigms because in them these key elements are writ large. Atrocities deserve more attention than
secular philosophers have so far paid them. They are distinguished from ordinary wrongs not by the
psychological states of evildoers but by the seriousness of the harm that is done. Evildoers need not be
sadistic:they may simply be negligent or unscrupulous in pursuing their goals.

Card's theory represents a compromise between classic utilitarian and stoic alternatives (including Kant's
theory of radical evil). Utilitarians tend to reduce evils to their harms; Stoics tend to reduce evils to the
wickedness of perpetrators: Card accepts neither reduction. She also responds to Nietzsche's challenges
about the worth of the concept of evil, and she uses her theory to argue that evils are more important than
merely unjust inequalities. She applies the theory in explorations of war rape and violence against intimates.
She also takes up what Primo Levi called "the gray zone", where victims become complicit in perpetrating
on others evils that threaten to engulf themselves. While most past accounts of evil have focused on
perpetrators, Card begins instead from the position of the victims, but then considers more generally how to
respond to -- and live with -- evils, as victims, as perpetrators, and as those who have become both.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Bufkin:

The book The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Atrocity
Paradigm: A Theory of Evil? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Karen Garcia:

Typically the book The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Ralph Smith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get prior to. The The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Alisa Gordon:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil when you necessary it?
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