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A thought-provoking, authoritative biography of one of history’s most maligned rulers

Louis XVI of France, who was guillotined in 1793 during the Revolution and Reign of Terror, is commonly
portrayed in fiction and film either as a weak and stupid despot in thrall to his beautiful, shallow wife, Marie
Antoinette, or as a cruel and treasonous tyrant. Historian John Hardman disputes both these versions in a
fascinating new biography of the ill-fated monarch. Based in part on new scholarship that has emerged over
the past two decades, Hardman’s illuminating study describes a highly educated ruler who, though
indecisive, possessed sharp political insight and a talent for foreign policy; who often saw the dangers ahead
but could not or would not prevent them; and whose great misfortune was to be caught in the violent center
of a major turning point in history.

Hardman’s dramatic reassessment of the reign of Louis XVI sheds a bold new light on the man, his actions,
his world, and his policies, including the king’s support for America’s War of Independence, the intricate
workings of his court, the disastrous Diamond Necklace Affair, and Louis’s famous dash to Varennes.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Life of Louis XVI.

Bruce Patton:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Life of Louis XVI will make
you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Kari Annis:

This book untitled The Life of Louis XVI to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Aaron Edgington:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and The Life of Louis XVI or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Life of Louis XVI to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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