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Voice leading is the musical art of combining sounds over time. In this book, David Huron offers an
accessible account of the cognitive and perceptual foundations for this practice. Drawing on decades of
scientific research, including his own award-winning work, Huron offers explanations for many practices
and phenomena, including the perceptual dominance of the highest voice, chordal-tone doubling, direct
octaves, embellishing tones, and the musical feeling of sounds "leading" somewhere. Huron shows how
traditional rules of voice leading align almost perfectly with modern scientific accounts of auditory
perception. He also reviews pertinent research establishing the role of learning and enculturation in auditory
and musical perception.

Voice leading has long been taught with reference to Baroque chorale-style part-writing, yet there exist many
more musical styles and practices. The traditional emphasis on Baroque part-writing understandably leaves
many musicians wondering why they are taught such an archaic and narrow practice in an age of stylistic
diversity. Huron explains how and why Baroque voice leading continues to warrant its central pedagogical
status. Expanding beyond choral-style writing, Huron shows how established perceptual principles can be
used to compose, analyze, and critically understand any kind of acoustical texture from tune-and-
accompaniment songs and symphonic orchestration to jazz combo arranging and abstract electroacoustic
music. Finally, he offers a psychological explanation for why certain kinds of musical textures are more
likely to be experienced by listeners as pleasing.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Nelson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Voice Leading: The
Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

David Sayre:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical
Art (MIT Press) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Cheryl Reese:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) as the daily
resource information.

Lois Hutter:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Voice Leading: The Science
behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.
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