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Reconstructs the formative debates concerning ritual purity in Islamic law and practice.

Ritual purity is one of the least understood aspects of Islamic law and practice, yet it enjoys a prominent
place in traditional legal texts and permeates the daily life of ordinary believers. Body of Text examines the
emergence and crystallization of the law of ritual purity, using early sources to reconstruct the formative
debates among Muslim scholars. The lively interaction among legal theorizing, caliphal politics, and popular
practice illustrates the formation of the law, because as scholars strove for synthesis, they advanced
competing understandings of the underlying structure and meaning of ritual purity. Katz demonstrates that no
single theory can adequately interpret the diversity of opinion within the tradition.

“…recommend[ed] … for those who are looking for a path into the sources of and the debates about
formative Islam and law.” — Journal of the American Oriental Society

“For too long Islamic law has been seen by academics as a body of esoteric lore discernible only to the
initiated. Katz masterfully positions a detailed and technical subject—early Islamic ritual law—within the
broader context of comparative religions. This book will be the starting point for any future work on the
subject.” — Paul M. Cobb, University of Notre Dame, author of White Banners: Contention in 'Abbasid
Syria, 750–880

“Katz breaks new ground in the field of Islamic law. This is the first book to thoroughly examine the
classical Islamic-law works as well as the works of Western anthropologists on matters of ritual purity.” —
Farhat J. Ziadeh, author of Property Law in the Arab World
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

The book Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity (Suny Series in Medieval Middle
East History) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Body of Text:
The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity (Suny Series in Medieval Middle East History) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Gene Lyons:

The reserve with title Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity (Suny Series in
Medieval Middle East History) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book
on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Michael Mantz:

Exactly why? Because this Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity (Suny Series in
Medieval Middle East History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold
up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Gloria Castaldo:

You may get this Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity (Suny Series in Medieval
Middle East History) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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