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One of the key shifts in contemporary politics is the trend towards greater personalization. Collective actors
such as political parties are losing relevance. Citizens are slowly dealigning from these actors, and individual
politicians are therefore growing in importance in elections, in government, within parties, and in media
reporting of politics. A crucial question concerns how this new pattern could be restructuring politics over
the long run - notably, whether
the personalization of politics is changing the institutional architecture of contemporary democracies.

The authors show that the trend towards personalization is indeed changing core democratic institutions.
Studying the evolution of electoral systems in thirty-one European democracies since 1945, they demonstrate
that, since the 1990s, there has been a shift towards more personalized electoral systems. Electoral systems in
most European countries now allow voters to express preferences for candidates, not just for political parties.
And the weight of these voters' preferences in the allocation
of seats has been increased in numerous countries.

They examine the factors that appear to be driving this evolution, finding that the personalization of electoral
systems is associated with the growing gap between citizens and politics. Politicians and legislators appear to
perceive the personalization of electoral systems as a way to address the democratic malaise and to restore
trust in politics by reducing the role of political parties in elections. The book also shows, however, that
whether these reforms have had any success in achieving
their aims is far less clear.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu.

The Comparative Politics series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of Political Science, Université
libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Müller-Rommel, Director of the Center for the Study of Democracy, Leuphana
University; and Susan Scarrow, Chair of the Department of Political Science, University of Houston.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Botsford:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Faces on the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in
Europe (Comparative Politics).

Romana Linder:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book Faces on the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems
in Europe (Comparative Politics) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Faces on the Ballot: The
Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics) is not only giving you much more
new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Faces on the Ballot: The
Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics). You never experience lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Kate Vasquez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work is difficult job
because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe
you answer can be Faces on the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative
Politics) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Danny Floyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Faces on the Ballot:
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