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A nation’s standards of private cleanliness reveal much about its ideals of civilization, fears of disease, and
expectations for public life, says Kathleen Brown in this unusual cultural history. Starting with the shake-up
of European practices that coincided with Atlantic expansion, she traces attitudes toward “dirt” through the
mid-nineteenth century, demonstrating that cleanliness—and the lack of it—had moral, religious, and often
sexual implications. Brown contends that care of the body is not simply a private matter but an expression of
cultural ideals that reflect the fundamental values of a society.

The book explores early America’s evolving perceptions of cleanliness, along the way analyzing the
connections between changing public expectations for appearance and manners, and the backstage work of
grooming, laundering, and housecleaning performed by women. Brown provides an intimate view of
cleanliness practices and how such forces as urbanization, immigration, market conditions, and concerns
about social mobility influenced them. Broad in historical scope and imaginative in its insights, this book
expands the topic of cleanliness to encompass much larger issues, including religion, health, gender, class,
and race relations.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gallagher:

This Foul Bodies: Cleanliness in Early America (Society and the Sexes in the Modern World) are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Foul Bodies:
Cleanliness in Early America (Society and the Sexes in the Modern World) can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information
that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Foul Bodies:
Cleanliness in Early America (Society and the Sexes in the Modern World) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

William Wright:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Foul Bodies: Cleanliness in Early America (Society and
the Sexes in the Modern World) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Edward Trotta:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time
to be read. Foul Bodies: Cleanliness in Early America (Society and the Sexes in the Modern World) can be
your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Titus Johnson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Foul Bodies: Cleanliness in Early
America (Society and the Sexes in the Modern World) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking
out this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Foul Bodies: Cleanliness in Early America (Society and the Sexes in the Modern
World).
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