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The war of independence in Eritrea and revolution in Ethiopia characterized life for much of the thirty years
between 1961 and 1991. While the horrific period known as the Red Terror throughout Ethiopia under the
regime of Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam has been relatively well documented, the atrocities and massacres
that took place in Eritrea have not fared as well. Since the present leaders of Eritrea have remained
preoccupied with maintaining their own political power at the expense of all else, the idea of giving priority
to documenting the horrific massacres does not seem to grab hold of their imagination. Under the veil of
secrecy and away from the international media glare, massacres of immense scale were perpetrated against
civilians in Eritrea during the entire period of the war of independence (Adi brehem, Ona, Geleb, Omhager,
Wekidiba, Hergigo, She Eb...etc). Since the mass killings have touched the author s own extended families
and families of so many friends throughout the 1970s and 80s, the tragedy was never too far from his mind.
Armed with his personal familiarity of some of the massacres against the Eritrean people, Prof. Ghebre-Ab
took a sabbatical leave in 2001-2002 to launch the herculean task of documenting these massacres. Although
he was forced to suspend the larger project of documentation a couple of years later due to his outspoken
criticism of the ruling regime, he continued the work on the massacre that took place in the village of
Wekidiba in 1975 and again in 1976. He did so because he had a promise to fulfill. As the gruesome mass-
killing took place in the village of Wekidiba on the weekend of January 31-February 1, 1975, the New York
Times had only this to report: the Ethiopian Second Division began an attack about 8:30 A.M. [Saturday]
against a village three miles from Asmara where guerillas may be hiding. That was all. The name of the
village was not even mentioned, much less the victims. In the field research Prof. Ghebre-Ab conducted for
this project, he interviewed nearly four dozen survivors and eye-witnesses in three continents over a period
of six years to try to piece together the story of what happened to the residents of this village, lest the victims
remain anonymous. This book is not meant to fuel animosity. The peoples of Ethiopia and Eritrea, despite
their political separation, are kith and kin, sharing common history and culture. They have also both suffered
under tyrannical rules. And as both peoples now work for future peace and harmony, the only successful path
forward is not to gloss over the dark past, but to build on a solid foundation of transparency and
understanding. Massacre at Wekidiba is but only a beginning step at such a necessary dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in
Eritrea. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's study.

Louise Rosenbaum:

Often the book Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Massacre at Wekidiba:
The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gary McIntosh:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea can be your answer as it can be read
by you who have those short free time problems.

Victor Parisi:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A
Village in Eritrea can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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