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Pakistan is a federal republic. There was significant consolidation of the country’s democratic institutions
during the year. On May 11, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party won a majority of seats in
parliamentary elections, and Nawaz Sharif became prime minister for the third time. The election marked the
first time since independence in 1947 that one elected government completed its term and peacefully
transferred power to another. Independent observers and some political parties, however, raised concerns
about election irregularities. On September 8, President Asif Ali Zardari completed his five-year term and
stepped down from office. His successor, President Mamnoon Hussain of the PML-N, took office the next
day. Orderly transitions in both the military and the judiciary, in the positions of army chief of staff and
Supreme Court chief justice, further solidified the democratic transition. The PML-N controlled the
executive office, the National Assembly, and the Provincial Assembly of Punjab, with rival parties or
coalitions governing the country’s three other provinces. The military and intelligence services nominally
reported to civilian authorities but at times operated without effective civilian oversight, although the new
government took steps to improve coordination with the military. Police generally reported to civilian
authority, although there were instances in which police forces acted independently. Security forces
sometimes committed abuses. The most serious human rights problems were extrajudicial and targeted
killings, sectarian violence, disappearances, and torture. Other human rights problems included poor prison
conditions, arbitrary detention, lengthy pretrial detention, a weak criminal justice system, lack of judicial
independence in the lower courts, and infringement on citizens’ privacy rights. Harassment of journalists,
censorship, and self-censorship continued. There were some government restrictions on freedom of assembly
and some limits on freedom of movement. Sectarian violence and discrimination against religious minorities
continued. Corruption within the government and police was a persistent problem. Rape, domestic violence,
sexual harassment, “honor” crimes, other harmful traditional practices, abuse, and discrimination against
women and girls continued to be serious problems. Child abuse and commercial sexual exploitation of
children persisted. Widespread human trafficking – including forced and bonded labor – remained a serious
problem. Societal discrimination against national, ethnic, and racial minorities persisted, as did
discrimination based on caste, sexual orientation, gender identity, and HIV status. Lack of respect for worker
rights continued. Lack of government accountability remained a problem, and abuses often went unpunished,
fostering a culture of impunity. Authorities punished government officials for human rights violations in very
few instances. Violence, abuse, and social and religious intolerance by militant organizations and other
nongovernmental actors contributed to a culture of lawlessness in some parts of the country, particularly the
provinces of Balochistan, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP, formerly known as the North West Frontier
Province), and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Martinez:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Pakistan: Human Rights is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Erin Cummins:

This Pakistan: Human Rights tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Pakistan: Human Rights can be one of many great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Pakistan: Human Rights forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Michael Anderson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Pakistan: Human Rights was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Pakistan: Human Rights has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Dorothy Alvarez:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Pakistan: Human Rights to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that
the guide Pakistan: Human Rights can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of this time.
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