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With a population of about two thousand, Pembroke Township, one of the largest rural, black communities
north of the Mason-Dixon Line, sits in an isolated corner of Kankakee County, Illinois, sixty-five miles south
of Chicago. It is also one of the poorest places in the nation. Many black farmers from the South came to this
area during the Great Migration; finding Chicago to be overcrowded and inhospitable, they were able to buy
land in the township at low prices. The poor soil made it nearly impossible to establish profitable farms,
however, and economic prosperity has eluded the region ever since. Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community
on the Illinois Dunes chronicles the history of this inimitable township and shows the author’s personal
transformation through his experiences with Pembroke and its people. A native of nearby Kankakee, author
Dave Baron first traveled to Pembroke on a church service trip at age fifteen and saw real poverty firsthand,
but he also discovered a community possessing grace and purpose.
 
Baron begins each chapter with a personal narrative from his initial trip to Pembroke. He covers the early
history of the area, explaining how the unique black oak savanna ecosystem was created and describing early
residents, including Potawatomi tribes and white fur traders. He introduces readers to Pap and Mary Tetter,
Pembroke’s first black residents, who—according to local lore—assisted fugitives on the Underground
Railroad; details the town’s wild years, when taverns offered liquor, drugs, and prostitution; discusses the
many churches of Pembroke and the nearby high school where, in spite of sometimes strained relations,
Pembroke’s black students have learned alongside white students of a neighboring community since well
before Brown v. Board of Education; outlines efforts by conservation groups to preserve Pembroke’s rare
black oak savannas; and analyzes obstacles to and failed attempts at economic development in Pembroke, as
well as recent efforts, including organic farms and a sustainable living movement, which may yet bring some
prosperity.
                                             
Based on research, interviews with residents, and the author’s own experiences during many return trips to
Pembroke, this book—part social, cultural, legal, environmental, and political history and part
memoir—profiles a number of the colorful, longtime residents and considers what has enabled Pembroke to
survive despite a lack of economic opportunities. Although Pembroke has a reputation for violence and vice,
Baron reveals a township with a rich and varied history and a vibrant culture. 
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

The book Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community on the Illinois Dunes gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community on the Illinois Dunes being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a book Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community on the Illinois Dunes.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Kay Roberts:

This book untitled Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community on the Illinois Dunes to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Louise Fulghum:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community on the Illinois Dunes your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community on the Illinois
Dunes giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Terry Myers:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The Pembroke: A Rural, Black Community on the Illinois Dunes offer you a
new experience in reading a book.
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