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Michael Gross is the preeminent chronicler of America’s rich and powerful, most recently in 740
Park and Rogues’ Gallery.Now, he goes west to uncover the very secret history of Los Angeles, specifically
those wealthiest and most private of enclaves— Beverly Hills, Bel Air, Holmby Hills, and Beverly
Park—through their most mind-boggling estates, and the fascinating, fabulous folks who created and
populate them. 
            Gross begins his epic tale with the sordid mob-driven history of the newest mega-mansion district in
L.A., Beverly Park, (home to among others Magic Johnson, Barry Bonds, Rod Stewart, Mark Wahlberg,
Reba McIntyre, Faith Hill and Tim McGraw, Samuel L. Jackson, Sly Stallone, Richard Zanuck, and relatives
of an Indonesian dictator and Saudi Arabia’s king). He then flashes back to the creation of this fabled
district, built on dusty lima bean fields and carved out of the rugged impassible mountains between the city
and the sea. Using the century-long evolution from adobe huts to $100 million mansions as the baseline of
the story, he reveals how a few powerful and often ruthless oil and railroad magnates imposed their idyllic
vision of the good life on the Los Angeles landscape to create the legendary communities known as the
Platinum Triangle.
            Gross goes on to give vivid, riveting accounts of the most lavish of the many lavish houses that
started springing up almost immediately (with only a brief slowdown during the Depression). But the stories
of these homes are just a window onto the lives of their owners and occupants over the course of the
twentieth century, and onto the bigger story of a people and a storied region that have become, in Gross’s
words, “the Mecca of self-invention.”
            As one might imagine, there is a truly glittering cast of characters. Apart from the many Hollywood
stars who have passed through these houses—Douglas Fairbanks Jr., Harold Lloyd, Marilyn Monroe, Jayne
Mansfield, George Hamilton, Tony Curtis, Cher, to name just a few—you will meet decadent Spanish land-
grant families, desperado oilmen and railroad titans, the country’s first all-powerful corporate legends, con
men and pyramid schemers, porn magnates, and Arab potentates, not to mention contemporary tabloid
luminaries from the worlds of business and entertainment. Taken altogether, their stories read like a cross
between Valley of the Dolls, Hollywood Babylon, and Gross’s own 740 Park—with a little of the
film Chinatown thrown in too. 
            Los Angeles provides Michael Gross with his broadest canvas yet; Unreal Estate will surprise,
fascinate, and most of all entertain you with a story you don’t know about a place you think you do. 
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From reader reviews:

April Little:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case who
want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for
Land in Los Angeles book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Odessa Currie:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for
Land in Los Angeles can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Barbara Goodman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los Angeles was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book you wanted.

David Rivera:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los Angeles we
can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at
this book Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust for Land in Los Angeles. You can more attractive
than now.
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