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The Opium War of 1839-1842, the first military conflict to take place between China and the West, is a
subject of enduring interest. Mao Haijian, one of the most distinguished and well-known historians working
in China, presents the culmination of more than ten years of research in a revisionist reading of the conflict
and its main Chinese protagonists. Mao examines the Qing participants in terms of the moral standards and
intellectual norms of their own time, demonstrating that actions which have struck later observers as
ridiculous can be understood as reasonable within these individuals' own context. This English-language
translation of Mao's work offers a comprehensive response to the question of why the Qing Empire was so
badly defeated by the British in the first Opium War - an answer that is distinctive and original within both
Chinese and Western historiography, and supported by a wealth of hitherto unknown detail.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Coury:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Qing Empire and the Opium War: The Collapse of the
Heavenly Dynasty (The Cambridge China Library).

Maria Freeman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled The Qing Empire and the Opium War: The Collapse of the Heavenly
Dynasty (The Cambridge China Library) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jennifer Mitchell:

This The Qing Empire and the Opium War: The Collapse of the Heavenly Dynasty (The Cambridge China
Library) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always
deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great
arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Qing Empire and the Opium War: The
Collapse of the Heavenly Dynasty (The Cambridge China Library) in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Juanita Cooke:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Qing Empire and the
Opium War: The Collapse of the Heavenly Dynasty (The Cambridge China Library) which is finding the e-



book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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