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How did early Buddhists actually encounter the seminal texts of their religion? What were the attitudes held
by monks and laypeople toward the written and oral Pali traditions? In this pioneering work, Daniel
Veidlinger explores these questions in the context of the northern Thai kingdom of Lan Na. Drawing on a
vast array of sources, including indigenous chronicles, reports by foreign visitors, inscriptions, and palm-leaf
manuscripts, he traces the role of written Buddhist texts in the predominantly oral milieu of northern
Thailand from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries.

Veidlinger examines how the written word was assimilated into existing Buddhist and monastic practice in
the region, considering the use of manuscripts for textual study and recitation as well as the place of writing
in the cultic and ritual life of the faithful. He shows how manuscripts fit into the economy, describes how
they were made and stored, and highlights the understudied issue of the "cult of the book" in Theravâda
Buddhism. Looking at the wider Theravâda world, Veidlinger argues that manuscripts in Burma and Sri
Lanka played a more central role in the preservation and dissemination of Buddhist texts.

By offering a detailed examination of the motivations driving those who sponsored manuscript production,
this study draws attention to the vital role played by forest-dwelling monastic orders introduced from Sri
Lanka in the development of Lan Na’s written Pali heritage. It also considers the rivalry between those
monks who wished to preserve the older oral tradition and monks, rulers, and laypeople who supported the
expansion of the new medium of writing.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Spreading the Dhamma:
Writing, Orality, and Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Calvin Lee:

This Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual
Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can be one of
several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Elizabeth Bello:

This book untitled Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern
Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Shane Hern:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you



want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and
Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can
be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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