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This is the first environmental history of China during the three thousand years for which there are written
records. It is also a treasure trove of literary, political, aesthetic, scientific, and religious sources, which allow
the reader direct access to the views and feelings of the Chinese people toward their environment and their
landscape.
Elvin chronicles the spread of the Chinese style of farming that eliminated the habitat of the elephants that
populated the country alongside much of its original wildlife; the destruction of most of the forests; the
impact of war on the environmental transformation of the landscape; and the re-engineering of the
countryside through water-control systems, some of gigantic size. He documents the histories of three
contrasting localities within China to show how ecological dynamics defined the lives of the inhabitants.
And he shows that China in the eighteenth century, on the eve of the modern era, was probably more
environmentally degraded than northwestern Europe around this time.
Indispensable for its new perspective on long-term Chinese history and its explanation of the roots of
China’s present-day environmental crisis, this book opens a door into the Chinese past.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbi Brunner:

The reason? Because this The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Zachary Foushee:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Retreat of the Elephants: An
Environmental History of China that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of
China become your starter.

James Koenig:

Beside that The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!

Robert Knight:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book The
Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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