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In 1832 William Jardine and James Matheson established what would become the greatest British trading
company in East Asia in the nineteenth century. After the termination of the East India Company's monopoly
in the tea trade, Jardine, Matheson & Company's aggressive marketing strategies concentrated on the export
of teas and the import of opium, sold offshore to Chinese smugglers. Jardine and Matheson, recognized as
giants on the scene at Macao, Canton, and Hong Kong, have often been depicted as one-dimensional villains
whose opium commerce was ruthless and whose imperial drive was insatiable. In Opium and Empire,
Richard Grace explores the depths of each man, their complicated and sometimes inconsistent internal
workings, and their achievements and failures. He details their decades-long journeys between Britain and
China, their business strategies and standards of conduct, and their inventiveness as "gentlemanly
capitalists." The commodities they marketed also included cotton, rice, textile goods, and silks and they
functioned as agents for clients in India, Britain, Singapore, and Australia. During the First Opium War
Jardine was in London giving advice to Lord Palmerston, while Matheson was detained under house arrest at
Canton in the spring of 1839, an incident which helped prompt the armed British response. Moving beyond
the caricatures of earlier accounts, Opium and Empire tells the story of two Scotsmen whose lives reveal a
great deal about the type of tough-minded men who expanded the global markets of Victorian Britain and
played major roles in changing the course of modern history in East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

The book Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Opium and Empire: The
Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Maria Abel:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Opium and Empire: The Lives and
Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Irma Kellner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William
Jardine and James Matheson can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Opium and
Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson.

Joshua Allen:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James
Matheson was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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