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Frank E. Zachos offers a comprehensive review of one of today’s most important and contentious issues in
biology: the species problem. After setting the stage with key background information on the topic, the book
provides a brief history of species concepts from antiquity to the Modern Synthesis, followed by a discussion
of the ontological status of species with a focus on the individuality thesis and potential means of reconciling
it with other philosophical approaches.
More than 30 different species concepts found in the literature are presented in an annotated list, and the
most important ones, including the Biological, Genetic, Evolutionary and different versions of the
Phylogenetic Species Concept, are discussed in more detail. Specific questions addressed include the
problem of asexual and prokaryotic species, intraspecific categories like subspecies and Evolutionarily
Significant Units, and a potential solution to the species problem based on a hierarchical approach that
distinguishes between ontological and operational species concepts. A full chapter is dedicated to the
challenge of delimiting species by means of a discrete taxonomy in a continuous world of inherently fuzzy
boundaries. Further, the book outlines the practical ramifications for ecology and evolutionary biology of
how we define the species category, highlighting the danger of an apples and oranges problem if what we
subsume under the same name (“species”) is in actuality a variety of different entities.
A succinct summary chapter, glossary and annotated list of references round out the coverage, making the
book essential reading for all biologists looking for an accessible introduction to the historical, philosophical
and practical dimensions of the species problem.
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From reader reviews:

John Newton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Species Concepts in Biology: Historical Development, Theoretical
Foundations and Practical Relevance. Try to stumble through book Species Concepts in Biology: Historical
Development, Theoretical Foundations and Practical Relevance as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Gabriel Reyes:

This Species Concepts in Biology: Historical Development, Theoretical Foundations and Practical Relevance
book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Species Concepts in Biology: Historical
Development, Theoretical Foundations and Practical Relevance without we recognize teach the one who
examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Species Concepts in
Biology: Historical Development, Theoretical Foundations and Practical Relevance can bring once you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Species Concepts in Biology: Historical Development, Theoretical Foundations
and Practical Relevance having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Ruth Goodrich:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find
reserve that need more time to be study. Species Concepts in Biology: Historical Development, Theoretical
Foundations and Practical Relevance can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

Claire Davis:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Species Concepts in Biology: Historical
Development, Theoretical Foundations and Practical Relevance to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to



make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Species Concepts in
Biology: Historical Development, Theoretical Foundations and Practical Relevance can to be your friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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