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* Did Jesus claim to be the Messiah?
* Did he promise to return and usher in a new age?
* How did Jesus envision the kingdom of God?
* Did he commission his disciples to convert the world and establish a church?

The Five Gospels answers these questions in a bold, dynamic work that will startle traditional readers of the
Bible and rekindle interest in it among secular skeptics. In 1985 the Jesus Seminar, a distinguished group of
biblical scholars led by Robert W. Funk and John Dominic Crossan (co-chairs), embarked on a new
assessment of the gospels, including the recently discovered Gospel of Thomas. In pursuit of the historical
Jesus, they used their collective expertise to determine the authenticity of the more than 1,500 sayings
attributed to him. Their remarkable findings appear in this book.

Each saying attributed to Jesus is color-coded and presented in a completely new translation of the Greek and
Coptic texts. In the judgment of the Jesus Seminar:

* only those sayings that appear in red type are considered by the Seminar to be close to what Jesus actually
said;

* the words in pink less certainly originated with Jesus;

* the words in gray are not his, though they contain ideas that are close to his own;

* the sayings that appear in black have been embellished or created by his followers, or borrowed from
common lore.

According to the Seminar, no more than 20 percent of the sayings attributed to Jesus were uttered by him.

This book contains illuminating commentary and notes on the text of the gospels and rigorously explores the
historical and literary factors behind the Seminar's findings. The enlightening introduction by Robert W.
Funk, founder of the Jesus Seminar, sums up two hundred years of gospel scholarship and provides a rare
insight into the workings of the Seminar. The Five Gospels is a major work of biblical scholarship that gives
new dimensions to the historical Jesus.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Five Gospels. Try to make the book The Five Gospels as your close
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Tommie Payton:

With other case, little people like to read book The Five Gospels. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The Five Gospels. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
study.

Richard Cary:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this The Five Gospels to read.

Scott Bourquin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Five Gospels as your daily
resource information.
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