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Island of the World is the story of a child born in 1933 into the turbulent world of the Balkans and tracing his
life into the third millennium. The central character is Josip Lasta, the son of an impoverished school teacher
in a remote village high in the mountains of the Bosnian interior. As the novel begins, World War II is
underway and the entire region of Yugoslavia is torn by conflicting factions: German and Italian occupying
armies, and the rebel forces that resist them--the fascist Ustashe, Serb nationalist Chetniks, and Communist
Partisans. As events gather momentum, hell breaks loose, and the young and the innocent are caught in the
path of great evils; their only remaining strength is their religious faith and their families.

For more than a century, the confused and highly inflammatory history of former Yugoslavia has been the
subject of numerous books, many of them rife with revisionist history and propaganda. The peoples of the
Balkans live on the border of three worlds: the Islamic, the orthodox Slavic East, and Catholic Europe, and
as such they stand in the path of major world conflicts that are not only geo-political but fundamentally
spiritual. This novel cuts to the core question: how does a person retain his identity, indeed his humanity, in
absolutely dehumanizing situations?

In the life of the central character, the author demonstrates that this will demand suffering and sacrifice,
heroism and even holiness. When he is twelve years old, his entire world is destroyed, and so begins a
lifelong Odyssey to find again the faith which the blows of evil have shattered. The plot takes the reader
through Josip's youth, his young manhood, life under the Communist regime, hope and loss and unexpected
blessings, the growth of his creative powers as a poet, and the ultimate test of his life. There are journeys that
show him new worlds and there are numerous characters who affect his life, and who are changed by him.
Ultimately this novel is about the ways divine providence can bring forth good fruit from the lives of those
who have suffered radical injustice. It is about the crucifixion of a soul--and resurrection.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Island of the
World suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Island of the Worldis the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Marion Richey:

The publication with title Island of the World has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Ethel Orr:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Island of the World can be the response, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Candace Mathieu:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Island of the World was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Island of the World has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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