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A highly accessible reading of Whitehead’s writings on education and their connection to his metaphysics.
Educators are familiar with Alfred North Whitehead’s three stages of education: romance, precision, and
generalization. Philosophers are familiar with his metaphysical theories about the primacy of temporal
processes. In Modes of Learning, George Allan brings these two sides of Whitehead’s thought together for
the first time in a book suitable for both those initially approaching Whitehead’s metaphysics and experts.
Allan develops a series of analogies between Whitehead’s ideas about how we learn and key concepts in his
later metaphysical writings, demonstrating that both how we learn and how the world changes involve a
tension between open-ended exploration and systematic organization. Novel ideas free us from the blinders
imposed by old habits and beliefs. Yet only when these ideas are integrated with the old ways are we able to
improve our individual and collective lives—until changing circumstances call for further new ideas and
fresh integrations. Using a rich variety of examples, Allan illuminates the metaphysical ideas he explores by
tethering them concretely to the educational practices in which they are rooted. This shows a key but
neglected feature of Whitehead’s thought: his pragmatic theory of truth, with its functionalist approach to
experience and its humanistic appreciation of the frailty of all human endeavors. “The book is highly
recommended for, as Allan says, professional educators—and all ‘intelligent readers,’ which ‘include[s]
parents.’” — CHOICE George Allan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Dickinson College. He is the
author of many books, including The Importances of the Past: A Meditation on the Authority of Tradition;
The Realizations of the Future: An Inquiry into the Authority of Praxis; The Patterns of the Present:
Interpreting the Authority of Form; and Higher Education in the Making: Pragmatism, Whitehead, and the
Canon, all also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Modes
of Learning: Whitehead's Metaphysics and the Stages of Education is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Priscilla McNeil:

Modes of Learning: Whitehead's Metaphysics and the Stages of Education can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Modes
of Learning: Whitehead's Metaphysics and the Stages of Education yet doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Robert Rooks:

You may get this Modes of Learning: Whitehead's Metaphysics and the Stages of Education by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Jeffrey Martinez:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book Modes of Learning: Whitehead's Metaphysics and the Stages of Education
we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose
to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life at this book Modes of Learning: Whitehead's Metaphysics and the Stages of Education. You can
more appealing than now.
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