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Dan Chiasson, hailed as “one of the most gifted poets of his generation” upon the appearance of his first
book, takes inspiration for his stunning new collection from the Historia Naturalis of Pliny the Elder. 

“What happens next, you won’t believe,” Chiasson writes in “From the Life of Gorky,” and it is fair
warning. This collection suggests that a person is like a world, full of mysteries and wonders–and equally in
need of an encyclopedia, a compendium of everything known. The long title sequence offers entries such as
“The Sun” (“There is one mind in all of us, one soul, / who parches the soil in some nations / but in others
hides perpetually behind a veil”), “The Elephant” (“How to explain my heroic courtesy?”), “The Pigeon”
(“Once startled, you shall feel hours of weird sadness / afterwards”), and “Randall Jarrell” (“If language
hurts you, make the damage real”). The mysteriously emotional individual poems coalesce as a group to
suggest that our natural world is populated not just by fascinating creatures–who, in any case, are metaphors
for the human as Chiasson considers them– but also by literature, by the ghosts of past poetries, by our
personal ghosts. Toward the end of the sequence, one poem asks simply, “Which Species on Earth Is
Saddest?” a question this book seems poised to answer. But Chiasson is not finally defeated by the sorrows
and disappointments that maturity brings. Combining a classic, often heartbreaking musical line with a
playful, fresh attack on the standard materials of poetry, he makes even our sadness beguiling and beautiful.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Natural History book as nice and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Dorothy Tran:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Natural History.

Patrick Leon:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Natural History can be good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Ruby Guillen:

Why? Because this Natural History is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want
to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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