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Composed at the end of the first century CE, Statius' Thebaid recounts the civil war in Thebes between the
two sons of Oedipus, Polynices and Eteocles, and the horrific events that take place on the battlefield. Its
author, the Roman poet Statius, employed a wide variety of Greco-Roman sources in order to narrate the
Argive expedition against Thebes and the fratricidal war. Book 8 opens with the descent of the Argive seer
Amphiaraus to the Underworld through a chasm of the earth; the soldiers mourn their seer's loss and elect a
successor, Thiodamas, who placates Earth (Tellus) through a prayer, before the opening of the second day of
hostilities. The book reaches its climax when fierce Tydeus is mortally wounded and dies having committed
an act of cannibalism by eating his opponent's brains; Minerva leaves the battlefield in disgust, taking away
from her protege the intended gift of immortality.

In this volume, Augoustakis presents the first full-length edition of Thebaid 8, with text and apparatus
criticus, and an English translation. A detailed introduction discusses the Argive/Theban myth in the Greek
and Roman literary tradition and art, as well as the reception of the book in subsequent centuries, especially
in Dante's Divine Comedy. The accompanying commentary provides useful notes which explore questions of
interpretation and Statius' language and literary craft, with particular emphasis on the exploitation of various
Greek and Latin intertexts in Statius' poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction,
Translation, and Commentary. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a book Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction, Translation, and
Commentary. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Janice Oconnell:

The book Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction, Translation, and Commentary can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction, Translation, and Commentary? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction, Translation,
and Commentary has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Juan Moses:

The knowledge that you get from Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction, Translation, and
Commentary is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an
Introduction, Translation, and Commentary giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this particular Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction, Translation, and Commentary
instantly.

Michael Sheridan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge



time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Statius, Thebaid 8: Edited with an Introduction,
Translation, and Commentary can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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