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From Herman Melville’s Queequeg to Ken Kesey’s Chief Bromden, primitive characters have played key
roles in literature and have generally emerged as enduring and sympathetic figures. In this book, Gina M.
Rossetti focuses on works by Jack London, Frank Norris, Eugene O’Neill, Theodore Dreiser, Willa Cather,
Ernest Hemingway, Gertrude Stein, and Nella Larsen, arguing that primitive literary characters reveal
complex and culturally based assumptions.         
            In the period of 1895 to 1929, Rossetti asserts, the primitive serves as a literary figure whose
presence might link naturalism and modernism. Defining the primitive as “the dominant culture’s projection
of its internal fear, anxieties, and attractions,” Rossetti explores how the working class and racial and ethnic
minorities came to occupy the position of “primitives” and the degree to which more privileged individuals
imagined themselves through the lens of this sometimes denigrated and sometimes romanticized Other. For
the selected naturalist authors, the primitive is rendered in a Darwinian context, representing a figure whose
presence will jeopardize American cultural identity by being evolutionarily inferior.
            In modernist literature of the twentieth century, however, the primitive separates from Darwinism and
becomes aestheticized. In much of the literature from this period, the primitive functions as a naive posture
for the artist to assume in order to escape the complications of modern life.
            The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were a time of growing concern for the “vanishing
Anglo Saxon,” and the primitive figure is often linked with theories of race. In this context, the racial
primitive reflects the culture’s need for, and perpetuation of, a racial Other who gives body and shape to
American identity. The final evocation of the primitive combines both the naturalists’ preoccupation with
race-based notions of personhood and the modernists’ desire for a romantic escape.
            Whether the primitive is invoked positively or negatively, Rossetti argues, it delineates the limits of
American identity and, in the time period covered, often induces a double-edged response. The primitive’s
marginality suggests the degree to which authors, privileged and otherwise, rely on its embedded presence in
our national literature. Rossetti ultimately demonstrates that the primitive is not static but rather inconsistent
and transformational, the source from which many naturalist and modernist texts project their concerns,
fears, and contradictions.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

The experience that you get from Imagining the Primitive in Naturalist and Modernist Literature is a more
deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but Imagining the Primitive in Naturalist and Modernist
Literature giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Imagining the Primitive in Naturalist
and Modernist Literature instantly.

John Smithers:

This Imagining the Primitive in Naturalist and Modernist Literature is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Imagining the Primitive in Naturalist and Modernist Literature in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Francis Corder:

This Imagining the Primitive in Naturalist and Modernist Literature is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Imagining the
Primitive in Naturalist and Modernist Literature can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Timothy Wingo:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the



library. They go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Imagining the Primitive in Naturalist and Modernist
Literature can make you really feel more interested to read.
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