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In a book full of playful irony and striking insights, the controversial social philosopher Gilles Lipovetsky
draws on the history of fashion to demonstrate that the modern cult of appearance and superficiality actually
serves the common good. Focusing on clothing, bodily deportment, sex roles, sexual practices, and political
rhetoric as forms of "fashion," Lipovetsky bounds across two thousand years of history, showing how the
evolution of fashion from an upper-class privilege into a vehicle of popular expression closely follows the
rise of democratic values. Whereas Tocqueville feared that mass culture would create passive citizens
incapable of political reasoning, Lipovetsky argues that today's mass-produced fashion offers many choices,
which in turn enable consumers to become complex individuals within a consolidated, democratically
educated society.

Superficiality fosters tolerance among different groups within a society, claims Lipovetsky. To analyze
fashion's role in smoothing over social conflict, he abandons class analysis in favor of an inquiry into the
symbolism of everyday life and the creation of ephemeral desire. Lipovetsky examines the malaise
experienced by people who, because they can fulfill so many desires, lose their sense of identity. His
conclusions raise disturbing questions about personal joy and anguish in modern democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Young:

The book The Empire of Fashion gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Empire of Fashion to
be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The
Empire of Fashion. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Steven Dillinger:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Empire of Fashion has been making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
guide The Empire of Fashion is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Empire of Fashion. You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Dennis Mock:

The book untitled The Empire of Fashion contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Zachary Connors:

You can get this The Empire of Fashion by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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