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From the Odyssey and King Lear to modern novels by Umberto Eco and John le Carré, the recognition scene
has enjoyed a long life in western literature. It first became a regular feature of prose literature in the Greek
novels of the first century CE. In these examples, it is the event that ensures the happy ending for the hero
and heroine, and as such, it seems, was as pleasing for Greek readers as the canonical Hollywood kiss is for
contemporary movie goers. Recognitions are particularly gratifying in the context of the ancient novels
because the genre as a whole celebrates the idyllic social order to which the heroes and heroines belong and
from which they have been harshly severed. In spite of their high frequency and thematic importance,
novelistic recognitions have attracted little critical attention, especially in relation to epic and tragedy. With
Love and Providence, Silvia Montiglio seeks to fill this gap. She begins by introducing the meaning of
recognitions in the ancient novel both within the novels' narrative structure and thought world--that is, the
values and ideals propounded in the narrative. She pursues these goals while examining novels by Chariton,
Xenophon of Ephesus, Achilles Tatius, Longus, Heliodorus, Apuleius, and Petronius, as well as the Life of
Apollonius of Tyre, the pseudo-Clementine recognitions, and the Jewish novel Joseph and Aseneth. In
addition to addressing questions brought about by the recognitions--What does it mean for lovers to
recognize each other at the end of their adventures? Is recognition the confirmation of sameness or an
acknowledgement of change?--Montiglio addresses the rapport novelists entertain with their literary
tradition, epic and drama. The book concludes by emphasizing the originality of the novels for the
development of the recognition motif, and by explaining its influence in early-modern European literature.
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From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

The book Love and Providence: Recognition in the Ancient Novel will bring someone to the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Love and Providence: Recognition in the Ancient Novel
is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Cassandra Martin:

The actual book Love and Providence: Recognition in the Ancient Novel has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Doris Griffin:

This Love and Providence: Recognition in the Ancient Novel is brand-new way for you who has attention to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Love and
Providence: Recognition in the Ancient Novel can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Roger Patrick:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book Love and Providence: Recognition in the Ancient Novel. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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