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Between the trials of Oscar Wilde in the 1890s and the beginnings of legal reformsin the 1960s, the West
End stage was dominated by the work of gay playwrights. Many of their plays, such as Private Lives, Blithe
Spirit and The Deep Blue Sea are established classics and continue to inform our culture. In this fascinating
book, covering both familiar and lesser-known works, Sean O'Connor examines the legacy of Wilde asa
playwright and as a gay man, and exploresin the works of Somerset Maugham, Noel Coward and Terence
Rattigan the resonance of Wilde's agendafor tolerance and his creed of individuality. O'Connor
contextualises these plays against the enormous social and historical changes of the twentieth century. He
also examines the legal restrictions which regul ated the personal lives of these writers and required them to
evolve sophisticated strategies in order to express on stage, abeit obliquely, their dilemmas as gay men.

From the delicate homoeratic frissons of Rattigan's early comedies to Coward's defiantly pro-sex stance,
Straight Acting is a provocative and witty insight into the subtly subversive tactics of gay writersworking in
that apparently most conservative of forms, the ‘well-made play'.
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From reader reviews:
Frances Carlton:

Exactly why? Because this Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies:
Bloomsbury Academic Collections) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap theitem but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of benefits than the other book
get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that
book? If | ended up you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

M atthew Waddell:

Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies. Bloomsbury Academic
Collections) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies:
Bloomsbury Academic Collections) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Raymond L evine:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle
may doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic
asin the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama from Wilde
to Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections) why because the amazing cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Nancy Ochoa:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama
from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections) issimple bringing you can read it
in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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