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For more than two hundred years after William Shakespeare's death, no one doubted that he had written his
plays. Since then, however, dozens of candidates have been proposed for the authorship of what is generaly
agreed to be the finest body of work by awriter in the English language. In this remarkable book,
Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro explains when and why so many people began to question whether
Shakespeare wrote his plays. Among the doubters have been such writers and thinkers as Sigmund Freud,
Henry James, Mark Twain, and Helen Keller. It is afascinating story, replete with forgeries, deception, false
claimants, ciphers and codes, conspiracy theories—and a stunning failure to grasp the power of the
imagination.

As Contested Will makes clear, much more than proper attribution of Shakespeare' s playsisat stake in this
authorship controversy. Underlying the arguments over whether Christopher Marlowe, Francis Bacon, or the
Earl of Oxford wrote Shakespeare's plays are fundamental questions about literary genius, specifically about
the relationship of life and art. Are the plays (and poems) of Shakespeare a sort of hidden autobiography? Do
Hamlet, Macbeth, and the other great plays somehow reveal who wrote them?

Shapiro is the first Shakespeare scholar to examine the authorship controversy and its history in thisway,
explaining what it means, why it matters, and how it has persisted despite abundant evidence that William
Shakespeare of Stratford wrote the plays attributed to him. Thisis abrilliant historical investigation that will
delight anyone interested in Shakespeare and the literary imagination.
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From reader reviews:
Bert Gomes:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The publication Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? is nhot only giving you
much more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Contested Will: Who Wrote
Shakespeare?. Y ou never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Judith Tate:

This book untitled Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will easily to buy
that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So thereis no
reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Judith Judd:

The actual book Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Gary Spengler:

Beside this specific Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? in your phone, it might give you away to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got hereisfresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing
to have Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missthat? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!
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