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Correspondence explores the history of a fascinating cultural practice: the writing of letters. From the
sixteenth to the eighteenth century, western societies served a long apprenticeship in the culture of the
written word. Although mastery of reading and writing was far from evenly distributed, many tradesmen,
shopkeepers, and artisans possessed these skills. A specialized literature came into being whose aim it was to
regulate and control ordinary forms of letter-writing by instilling in people the difficult techniques that this
writing entailed. As a result, tensions evolved in the structured practice of letter-writing. Although writers
wished to stay within the guidelines set forth by secrétaires or by collections of model letters, they also
wanted to be spontaneous. Correspondence explores these tensions over a long span of time by examining
model letter collections.

The authors examine the invention of norms for writing letters in the Middle Ages, and the application of
these norms in various popular manuals. They then analyze the letter-writing models developed in the ancien
régime, showing how these models were linked to both court literature and popular books distributed by
peddlers. Finally, the discussion turns to models of letter-writing developed during the nineteenth century.
By exploring changes in letter-writing, this book sheds light on a cultural practice that has created ways of
thinking, of feeling, and of relating to others and to oneself.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Venne:

This Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from
the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Correspondence: Models of Letter-
Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century can bring once you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

William Jimenes:

The experience that you get from Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the
Nineteenth Century is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Correspondence: Models of
Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing
from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century instantly.

Mary Hopkins:

This Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century is fresh
way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth
Century can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.



Jessica Bowman:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century when you
essential it?
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