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In the seventeenth century the microscope opened up a new world of observation, and, according to
Catherine Wilson, profoundly revised the thinking of scientists and philosophers alike. The interior of nature,
once closed off to both sympathetic intuition and direct perception, was now accessible with the help of
optical instruments. The microscope led to a conception of science as an objective, procedure-driven mode of
inquiry and renewed interest in atomism and mechanism. Focusing on the earliest forays into microscopical
research, from 1620 to 1720, this book provides us with both a compelling technological history and a lively
assessment of the new knowledge that helped launch philosophy into the modern era.

Wilson argues that the discovery of the microworld--and the apparent role of living animalcula in generation,
contagion, and disease--presented metaphysicians with the task of reconciling the ubiquity of life with
human-centered theological systems. It was also a source of problems for philosophers concerned with
essences, qualities, and the limits of human knowledge, whose positions are echoed in current debates about
realism and instrument-mediated knowledge. Covering the contributions of pioneering microscopists
(Leeuwenhoek, Swammerdam, Malpighi, Grew, and Hooke) and the work of philosophers interested in the
microworld (Bacon, Descartes, Leibniz, Malebranche, Locke, and Berkeley), she challenges historians who
view the abstract sciences as the sole catalyst of the Scientific Revolution as she stresses the importance of
observational and experimental science to the modern intellect.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Weinstein:

The book The Invisible World can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The Invisible World? Several of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Invisible World has simple shape
but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read
a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rita Carter:

The reserve untitled The Invisible World is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
The Invisible World from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Maurice Conner:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Invisible World can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Mary Patterson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book The Invisible World was filled in relation to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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