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The last of four novels that preceded Machado de Assis's famous trilogy of realistic masterpieces, Iaiá
Garcia belongs to what critics have called the Brazilian author's "romantic" phase. But it is far more than
that implies. Like his other early works, Iaiá Garcia foreshadows the themes and characters of Assis's most
masterful novels.

Iaiá Garcia intertwines the lives of three characters in a subtly and wryly developing relationship. While the
youthful Iaiá is growing into womanhood, a tentative love affair occurs between the aristocratic Jorge and
the prideful Estela. This affair is afflicted by ironic shifts of fortune and in time the maturing Iaiá becomes a
rival for Jorge's attentions. Assis's portrayal of the relationship among these three characters is a perceptive
study of uncompromising pride, thwarted love, jealousy, misunderstanding, bewilderment, and attainment.

As the translator, Albert I. Bagby, Jr., contends, the story of Iaiá, Jorge, and Estela reflects the formula that
Assis saw as fundamental to human life: "Will and ambition, when they truly dominate, can struggle with
other feelings, but they are the weapons of the strong, and victory belongs to the strong." In Assis's view
success comes to the strong and failure to the weak. But both inhabit a world that is neutral-neither helping
one nor hindering the other. The outcome of events in Iaiá Garcia may not seem entirely optimistic, but
neither is it pessimistic. And Mr. Bagby concludes, "Perhaps to understand the optimism of Assis one needs
only to be ... a hard, pragmatic realist .... "

Whether hard realists or unregenerate romantics, readers of this novel will find it a compelling tale of love
lost and won. Like his earlier translation of Assis's The Hand & the Glove, Mr. Bagby's English rendering of
Iaiá Garcia from the original Portuguese is done with both accuracy and sensitivity.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Iaiá Garcia
(Studies In Romance Languages) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Frederick Rothman:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
is Iaiá Garcia (Studies In Romance Languages) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Alan Archuleta:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Iaiá Garcia (Studies In Romance Languages). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

David Clark:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Iaiá Garcia (Studies In Romance Languages) when you necessary it?
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