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In this classic of French cultural studies, Georges Didi-Huberman traces the intimate and reciprocal
relationship between the disciplines of psychiatry and photography in the late nineteenth century. Focusing
on the immense photographic output of the Salpetriere hospital, the notorious Parisian asylum for insane and
incurable women, Didi-Huberman shows the crucial role played by photography in the invention of the
category of hysteria. Under the direction of the medical teacher and clinician Jean-Martin Charcot, the
inmates of Salpetriere identified as hysterics were methodically photographed, providing skeptical
colleagues with visual proof of hysteria's specific form. These images, many of which appear in this book,
provided the materials for the multivolume album Iconographie photographique de la Salpetriere.

As Didi-Huberman shows, these photographs were far from simply objective documentation. The subjects
were required to portray their hysterical "type" -- they performed their own hysteria. Bribed by the special
status they enjoyed in the purgatory of experimentation and threatened with transfer back to the inferno of
the incurables, the women patiently posed for the photographs and submitted to presentations of hysterical
attacks before the crowds that gathered for Charcot's "Tuesday Lectures."

Charcot did not stop at voyeuristic observation. Through techniques such as hypnosis, electroshock therapy,
and genital manipulation, he instigated the hysterical symptoms in his patients, eventually giving rise to
hatred and resistance on their part. Didi-Huberman follows this path from complicity to antipathy in one of
Charcot's favorite "cases," that of Augustine, whose image crops up again and again in the Iconographie.
Augustine's virtuosic performance of hysteria ultimately became one of self-sacrifice, seen in pictures of
ecstasy, crucifixion, and silent cries.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

Here thing why this specific Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the
Salpêtrière (MIT Press) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Invention of
Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press) giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with
Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press)
in e-book can be your choice.

Gregorio Leslie:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press).

Jack Godina:

The book untitled Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT
Press) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice study.

Carolyn Berndt:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many



books in the top record in your reading list will be Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic
Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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