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The election of 1860 was a crossroad in American history. Faced with four major candidates, voters in the
North and South went to the polls not knowing that the result of the election would culminate in the bloodiest
conflict the United States had ever seen. Despite its obvious importance, surprisingly few studies have
focused exclusively on this electoral contest itself. In The Election of 1860 Reconsidered, seven historians
offer insightful essays that challenge the traditional view of the election, present fresh inter- pretations, and
approach the contest from new angles.

In engaging treatments of the main presidential candidates, the authors employ biography to explain the
election. Michael S. Green deftly analyzes Abraham Lincoln and effectively overturns the view of the
Republican as a passive candidate. James L. Huston provides an innovative reconsideration of Stephen A.
Douglas in defeat with an insightful look at the Little Giant’s campaign tours of the South. Using the lens of
honor, A. James Fuller scrutinizes John C. Breckinridge in an enlightening study of the Southern Democratic
candidate’s campaign. In another groundbreaking essay, Fuller reconsiders Constitutional Unionist John Bell
as a Whig who stood for the Republican principle of compro- mise. The biographical theme continues in
John R. McKivigan’s splendid examination of Frederick Douglass as he carefully guides the reader through
the changing attitudes and ambivalence of the abolitionist perspective.

As Douglas G. Gardner demonstrates in his fine exposition of the historiographical themes involved with
the election, The Election of 1860 Reconsidered includes interdisciplinary concerns and new lines of
inquiry. Addressing matters of interest to political scientists as well as historians, Thomas E. Rodgers takes
up the issue of voter turnout in a sophisticated analysis that emphasizes ideology. Political culture and
context allow A. James Fuller to make revealing interdisciplinary connections while using the state of
Indiana as a case study to test and refute realignment theory. Turning to observations from across the
Atlantic, Lawrence Sondhaus offers a new approach to the election in his penetrating study of how
Europeans viewed and misunderstood the U.S. presidential race.

This remarkable collection breathes new life into political history and will serve as a primer for a generation
of scholars interested in understanding the most important election in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Smith:

The publication untitled The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North) is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the
North) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Michael Carr:

This The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North) is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North) in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?

Vicki Escalante:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil
War in the North) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Corey Mason:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Election of 1860
Reconsidered (Civil War in the North).
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