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This book explores the efficacy of costly redistributive measures taken by the European Union in the form of
structural funding within the context of Italian regional development. It addresses divergent outcomes in
socio-economic growth observed between the Center-North and Mezzogiorno regions in light of Structural
Fund allocations assigned during the last two distribution periods (years 1994-2000 and 2000-2006). In
doing so, the study establishes that performance outcomes fail to correspond with patterns in funding, as the
Mezzogiorno, despite receiving up to three times the amount of structural funding than its Center-Northern
counterpart, has yet to realize the same degree of growth (whether in absolute terms or trends in
performance), thereby indicating the role of non-financial factors in influencing development. The author
develops a novel model of regional absorption that weds assumptions derived from absorption literature
concerning the role of administrative capacity and rent seeking, with the economic institutionalism of
Douglass C. North (1990), particularly his transaction cost theory of exchange. The application of this model
to two representative case studies, Tuscany and Sardinia, affirms the necessity in bolstering administrative
capacity while curbing rent seeking within regional institutions as a means of lowering transaction costs and
thereby increasing the productive absorption of Structural Funds. The book bridges political and economic
approaches to understanding the issue of regional development.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Varga:

Within other case, little people like to read book Understanding Regional Development: Absorption,
Institutions and Socio-economic Growth in the Regions of the European Union- A Case Study on Italy ...
Structural Change and Structural Policies.). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Understanding Regional Development:
Absorption, Institutions and Socio-economic Growth in the Regions of the European Union- A Case Study
on Italy ... Structural Change and Structural Policies.). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

George Gentry:

The reserve with title Understanding Regional Development: Absorption, Institutions and Socio-economic
Growth in the Regions of the European Union- A Case Study on Italy ... Structural Change and Structural
Policies.) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition
of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

James Fox:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is Understanding Regional Development: Absorption, Institutions and Socio-economic
Growth in the Regions of the European Union- A Case Study on Italy ... Structural Change and Structural
Policies.) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Catherine Gober:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or



just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Understanding Regional
Development: Absorption, Institutions and Socio-economic Growth in the Regions of the European Union-
A Case Study on Italy ... Structural Change and Structural Policies.) which is keeping the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's view.
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