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Fought as fiercely by politicians and the public as by troops in Southeast Asia, the Vietnam War--its origins,
its conduct, its consequences--is still being contested. In what will become the classic account, based on
newly opened archival sources, David Kaiser rewrites what we know about this conflict. Reviving and
expanding a venerable tradition of political, diplomatic, and military history, he shows not only why we
entered the war, but also why our efforts were doomed to fail.

American Tragedy is the first book to draw on complete official documentation to tell the full story of how
we became involved in Vietnam--and the story it tells decisively challenges widely held assumptions about
the roles of Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson. Using an enormous range of source materials from these
administrations, Kaiser shows how the policies that led to the war were developed during Eisenhower's
tenure and nearly implemented in the closing days of his administration in response to a crisis in Laos; how
Kennedy immediately reversed course on Laos and refused for three years to follow recommendations for
military action in Southeast Asia; and how Eisenhower's policies reemerged in the military intervention
mounted by the Johnson administration. As he places these findings in the context of the Cold War and
broader American objectives, Kaiser offers the best analysis to date of the actual beginnings of the war in
Vietnam, the impact of the American advisory mission from 1962 through 1965, and the initial strategy of
General Westmoreland.

A deft re-creation of the deliberations, actions, and deceptions that brought two decades of post-World War
II confidence to an ignominious end, American Tragedy offers unparalleled insight into the Vietnam War at
home and abroad--and into American foreign policy in the 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Anderson:

Here thing why this specific American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins of the Vietnam War are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson,
and the Origins of the Vietnam War giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no guide that similar with American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins
of the Vietnam War. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins of the Vietnam War in e-
book can be your alternate.

Margaret Honig:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins of the
Vietnam War can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Paul Anderson:

Precisely why? Because this American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins of the Vietnam War is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Joseph Gabriel:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins of the Vietnam War can be your answer given



it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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