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Who is a true prophet? Who has real access to divine realms of knowledge? Early Christian communities
accused each other's prophets of madness and of making false claims to divine knowledge. This book argues
that early Christians did not seek to answer questions about true prophecy or to define madness and
rationality, but rather used this discourse in order to control knowledge, to establish their own authority, and
to define Christian identity. Christians launched these arguments in the context of the Greco-Roman world,
where prophecy, visions, ecstasy, and dreams--all considered part of the same phenomenon--were the subject
of cutting-edge philosophical, medical, and even political debates.

Early Christian prophecy has usually been interpreted according to a model which explains that at its origins,
Christianity was characterized by vibrant spiritual gifts which declined as church order and institutions
developed. Arguing that a model of struggle informed by feminist theory and postcolonial criticism provides
a better framework for understanding early Christian texts, this work clarifies how early Christian arguments
about rationality, madness, and the role of spiritual gifts in history are attempts to negotiate authority and to
define religious identity in the midst of many competing forms of Christianity. Laura Nasrallah uses New
Testament and early third-century texts to trace the rhetoric of this debate--rhetoric that is still alive today as
communities across the globe struggle to define religious identity.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called An Ecstasy
of Folly: Prophecy and Authority in Early Christianity (Harvard Theological Studies)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mark Ames:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication An Ecstasy of Folly: Prophecy and
Authority in Early Christianity (Harvard Theological Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or ideal book with you?

Bruce Crawford:

This book untitled An Ecstasy of Folly: Prophecy and Authority in Early Christianity (Harvard Theological
Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this book from your list.

Carol Stripling:

Exactly why? Because this An Ecstasy of Folly: Prophecy and Authority in Early Christianity (Harvard
Theological Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter
it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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