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The 27th United States Colored Troops (USCT), composed largely of free black Ohio men, served in the
Union army from April 1864 to September 1865 in Virginia and North Carolina. It was the first time most
members of the unit had traveled so far from home. The men faced daily battles against racism and against
inferior treatment, training, and supplies. They suffered from the physical difficulties of military life, the
horrors of warfare, and homesickness and worried about loved ones left at home without financial support.
Yet their contributions provided a tool that allowed blacks with little military experience, and their families,
to demand social acceptance and acknowledgment of their citizenship.

Their service did not end when their enlistment was over. After the men of the 27th returned to Ohio, they
and their families sought full access to the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and compensatory
citizenship rights for their collective sacrifice. Despite their constant battle against racism, this public
behavior benefited the men and their families. It also meant that the African American role in the Union
victory remained part of local community remembrance and commemoration. As a result, the experiences of
these men from the 27th USCT gave the late-nineteenth-century Ohio black community legitimate hopes for
access to equal civil and social rights for all.

For Their Own Cause is the first comprehensive history of the 27th USCT. By including rich details culled
from private letters and pension files, Mezurek provides more than a typical regimental study; she
demonstrates that the lives of the men of the 27th USCT help to explain why in the wars that followed,
despite the disappointments and increasingly difficult struggle for African American equality that continued
for far too many decades after the promise of the three Civil War–era constitutional amendments, blacks in
the United States continued to offer their martial support in the front lines and the back.
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From reader reviews:

James Jean:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book For Their Own Cause: The
27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North). All type of book is it possible to see on many
resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jennifer Nava:

Precisely why? Because this For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the
North) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

Jeff Cunningham:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This For Their Own Cause: The
27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) is simple to develop you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Chuck Bryson:

You can find this For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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