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A visitor to Beijing in 1900, Chinese or foreign, would have been struck by the great number of native-place
lodges serving the needs of scholars and officials from the provinces. What were these native-place lodges?
How did they develop over time? How did they fit into and shape Beijing's urban ecology? How did they
further native-place ties?

In answering these questions, the author considers how native-place ties functioned as channels of
communication between China's provinces and the political center; how sojourners to the capital used
native-place ties to create solidarity within their communities of fellow provincials and within the class of
scholar-officials as a whole; how the state co-opted these ties as a means of maintaining order within the city
and controlling the imperial bureaucracy; how native-place ties transformed the urban landscape and social
structure of the city; and how these functions were refashioned in the decades of political innovation that
closed the Qing period. Native-place lodges are often cited as an example of the particularistic ties that
characterized traditional China and worked against the emergence of a modern state based on loyalty to the
nation. The author argues that by fostering awareness of membership in an elite group, the native-place
lodges generated a sense of belonging to a nation that furthered the reforms undertaken in the early twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

The book Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East
Asian Monographs) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space,
and Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian Monographs) to get your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a book Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and
Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian Monographs). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ruth Michel:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Localities at the
Center: Native Place, Space, and Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian Monographs) book as
basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Charles Brewster:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and
Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Michael Blossom:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian
Monographs). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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