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This volume presents a broad range of writings on literature from the period of the inception of literary
modernity in China. Of the 55 essays included, 47 are translated here for the first time, including two essays
by Lu Xun.

In addition to the selections themselves, the author has provided, in an extensive General Introduction and
shorter introductions to the five parts of the book, historical background, a synthesis of current scholarship
on modern views of Chinese literature, and an original thesis on the complex formation of Chinese literary
modernity. In the author's view, literary discourses were actively reshaped by Chinese writes and critics as
responses to deep-set cultural problematics and the socio-historical imperative of the times.

The selection of the essays reflects both the mainstream Marxists interpretation of the literary values of
modern China and the marginalized views proscribed, at one time or another, by the leftist canon. With both
the canonical and the marginal, this collection offers a full spectrum of modern Chinese perceptions of
fundamental literary issues: the nature of the creative act; the relationship between the literary text and
reality; the moral, social, and political role of literature; and the filiation of language, literary form, and
content.

In presenting the Western reading with a Chinese discourse (in the more traditional sense of the term) about
literature, the editor attempts to construct a cultural context for the production of texts in modern Chinese
literature. Why did modern Chinese writers write? What goals did they have? How did they think about
literature and its relation to its audience and the world? To read the response to these questions is to deepen
our understanding of the experience of modernity that lies at the root of works of modern Chinese literature.

The selections were translated by 33 leading scholars in the field of modern Chinese literature.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Owens:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Modern Chinese Literary Thought: Writings on
Literature, 1893-1945 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Willard Edwards:

The book Modern Chinese Literary Thought: Writings on Literature, 1893-1945 has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.

Ann McLemore:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing
that fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Modern Chinese Literary Thought:
Writings on Literature, 1893-1945 why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Truman Gallagher:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Modern Chinese Literary Thought: Writings on Literature, 1893-1945 when you
required it?
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