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Sheds new light on the long history of self-portraiture with fresh interpretations of famous examples
and new works, ideas, and anecdotes

This broad cultural history of self-portraiture brilliantly maps the history of the genre, from the earliest myths
of Narcissus and the Christian tradition of “bearing witness” to the prolific self-image-making of today’s
contemporary artists.

Focusing on a perennially popular subject, the book tells the vivid history of works that offer insights into
artists’ personal, psychological, and creative worlds. Topics include the importance of the medieval mirror
craze in early self-portraiture; the confessional self-portraits of Titian and Michelangelo; the mystique of the
artist’s studio, from Vermeer to Velázquez; the role of biography and geography for serial self-portraitists
such as Courbet and Van Gogh; the multiple selves of modern and contemporary artists such as Cahun and
Sherman; and recent developments in the era of globalization.

Comprehensive and beautifully illustrated, the book features the work of a wide range of artists including
Beckmann, Caravaggio, Dürer, Gentileschi, Ghiberti, Giotto, Goya, Kahlo, Kauffman, Magritte, Mantegna,
Picasso, Poussin, Raphael, Rembrandt and Van Eyck. The full range of the subject is explored, including
comic and caricature self-portraits, “invented” or imaginary self-portraits, and important collections of self-
portraiture such as that of the Medici. 120 illustrations in color and black and white
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

The book The Self-Portrait: A Cultural History gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Self-Portrait:
A Cultural History to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and
read a book The Self-Portrait: A Cultural History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lewis Labelle:

Here thing why this particular The Self-Portrait: A Cultural History are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. The Self-Portrait: A Cultural History giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Self-Portrait: A
Cultural History. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Self-Portrait: A Cultural History in e-book can be your alternative.

Terry Matlock:

Precisely why? Because this The Self-Portrait: A Cultural History is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Michael Mitchell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. The Self-Portrait: A Cultural History can be your answer since it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.
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