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Scholars have been puzzling over the “future of the book” since Marshall McLuhan’s famous maxim “the
medium is the message” in the early 1950s. McLuhan famously argued that electronic media was creating a
global village in which books would become obsolete. Such views were ahead of their time, but today they
are all too relevant as declining sales, even among classic texts, have become a serious matter in academic
publishing.

Does anyone still read long and complex works, either from the past or the present? Is the role of a
professional reader and reviewer of manuscripts still relevant? Book Matters closely analyzes these questions
and others. Alan Sica surmises that the concentration span required for studying and discussing complex
texts has slipped away, as undergraduate classes are becoming inundated by shorter, easier-to-teach scholarly
and literary works. He considers such matters in part from the point of view of a former editor of scholarly
journals. In an engaging style, he gives readers succinct analyses of books and ideas that once held the
interest of millions of discerning readers, such as Simone de Beavoir’s Second Sex and the works of David
Graham Phillips and C. Wright Mills, among others.

Book Matters is not a nostalgic cry for lost ideas, but instead a stark reminder of just how aware and
analytically illuminating certain scholars were prior to the Internet, and how endangered the book is in this
era of pixelated communication.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Book Matters: The Changing Nature of Literacy can be your answer given it
can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Matthew Williams:

Beside this kind of Book Matters: The Changing Nature of Literacy in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Book Matters: The Changing Nature of Literacy because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it
from currently!

Bertha Buentello:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Book Matters: The Changing Nature of Literacy was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

William Chestnut:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Book Matters: The Changing
Nature of Literacy to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a
book and learn it. Beside that the guide Book Matters: The Changing Nature of Literacy can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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