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During the first two decades of the twentieth century, the St. Louis Street Department generated one of the
most extensive troves of photographs ever taken of the city. Ostensibly created to document municipal
challenges and improvements, the images inadvertently captured richly detailed scenes of everyday life.
Largely led by Charles Clement Holt (1866–1925), St. Louis’s photography operation expanded until it
produced about six thousand images per year in 1914. Many of these photographs were lost, but a city
historian salvaged a collection of three hundred glass plate negatives in the 1950s, which are now in the
Missouri Historical Society collections. This small, but superb, group of photographs provides a wealth of
information on the visual culture of St. Louis during a period of rapid transformation. Capturing the City is
the first book to examine these photographs, placing the people and landscapes depicted within the broader
context of a swiftly urbanizing and industrializing metropolis.

Collected and analyzed here by Joseph Heathcott and Angela Dietz, the compelling images in Capturing the
City reveal the national trend among cities to use the camera as a documentary tool. Reformers Jacob Riis
and Lewis Hine imagined the camera as a truth-telling instrument and used their photographs to mobilize
public consciousness. Across the nation, cities used photographers to document slums, workhouses, and
crime scenes, as well as municipal improvements like street lighting, pavement, and model housing. In this
vein, Holt and his staff showcased both the challenges and the successes of government action in St. Louis.
Consistent with their Progressive-era peers, their efforts contributed to the record of ongoing public works
while shaping the narrative of urban progress itself.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth McBee:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just their can
do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this Capturing the City: Photographs from the Streets of St. Louis,
1900 - 1930 to read.

Sergio Kelley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Capturing the City: Photographs from the Streets
of St. Louis, 1900 - 1930 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rosa Reid:

This Capturing the City: Photographs from the Streets of St. Louis, 1900 - 1930 tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Capturing the City: Photographs from the
Streets of St. Louis, 1900 - 1930 can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Capturing the City: Photographs from the
Streets of St. Louis, 1900 - 1930 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Bonnie Wilson:

This Capturing the City: Photographs from the Streets of St. Louis, 1900 - 1930 is great guide for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Capturing the City: Photographs from the Streets of St. Louis, 1900 - 1930 in your hand
like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer



you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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