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Does one ever escape from the family? How much do we understand about our own past? How do we come
to be who we are?

Walter Abish, the internationally acclaimed author of How German Is It, examines these questions through
the prism of his own experience, and confronts and encapsulates the historic upheavals of the mid-twentieth
century in this brilliant, deceptively simple, and quietly wrenching account of his two journeys.

The first begins in Vienna, where Abish was born in the 1930s in the Jewish, but not-too-Jewish, household
of a prosperous perfumer. Then it ricochets around the world as his parents flee first to France (his mother
had to sneak alone across the Italian border), then to war-torn Shanghai under Japanese occupation, just
ahead of Mao’s army, then to Israel.

Incapable of understanding his family’s desperate situation, Abish as a boy creates his own private world,
filtering out precarious and terrifying realities.

Abish describes fantastic events in the coolest tones. In precise, haunting detail, he records the perceptions of
a child who registers and remembers what he will only later understand. He writes of the day in the park
when a stranger suddenly screams “Jews out!” and he and his frail grandmother run for the exit in a panic as
the other children and grandmothers stand and watch; the day his father is released by the Gestapo because a
man in the room owes him money that he has never tried to collect and says, “Let Abish go—he’s okay”; of
the time his father speaks to him about inheriting his perfume business, as they stand on the deck of a ship
bound for China.
The first journey recounts the flight; the second journey chronicles the return: Abish writes about how, in the
1980s, he went on a tour to Germany to launch the translation of his award-winning novel How German Is
It—a book he wrote without ever having set foot there, deliberately, because he wished to elicit the idea of
Germanness in what was “a fantasy of Germany.” This tour of what to him is an unfamiliar society includes
a side trip to Vienna, where he glimpses the life he might have experienced and has the horrifying feeling
that he never left.

Double Vision is a book that cuts to the quick. With unflinching candor, humor, and affection, Abish re-
creates the way it feels to be a child and to look at your parents and wonder who they are. To be an adult and
catch them in every corner of your personality. To look back on the world of your youth and realize both
what you noticed and what you missed. It is a stunning achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Zahn:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Double Vision: A Self-Portrait. All type of
book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Diane Gonzales:

The actual book Double Vision: A Self-Portrait will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book
very ideal to you. The book Double Vision: A Self-Portrait is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Denita Lumley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Double Vision: A Self-Portrait can give you a lot
of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Double Vision: A Self-Portrait.

Richard Graham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Double Vision: A Self-
Portrait.
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